Alabama Chapter of the National Emergency Number Association (NENA) 


October 11, 2005
Minutes – AL NENA 4th Quarter Chapter Meeting

Location – Perdido Resort, Orange Beach, AL
1. Meeting called to order – Bill Brodeur
2.
1).  Invocation – Roger Humphrey

2).  Pledge of Allegiance – Art Faulkner

3
Welcome – Bill Brodeur

Bill introduced Matt McCracken, who led the membership in wishing happy 


birthday to Heather Walton, Director Conecuh County E911

4.
Recognition of Guests and New Members – Bill Brodeur
5.
Installation of 2005 Officers – Donnie Smith, Chairman Nominating Committee 


briefed the membership of the 2005 officer ballots.  He also recognized Larry 


Duncan and Art Faulkner as Nominating Committee members.  Donnie advised 
there were 160 ballots cast.  The election results were:



President – Harold Parker



VP Birmingham LATA – Bill Brodeur



VP At Large – Roger Wilson



VP Mobile - George Williams by acclamation



VP Commercial – Ray Preston by acclamation


Art Faulkner swore the new officers in.  Bill Brodeur transferred the gavel and 
podium to Harold Parker.  Harold offered thanks to all candidates for their 
participation and strongly encouraged all members to get involved in Chapter 
activities.  He asked all members send him an email stating what they would like 
to do in the coming year.  


6
Review and Approval of July 28, 2005 Minutes - No discussion

Motion to approve – Pat Hall



Second – Roger Wilson




Motion Carried


7
Financial report – Roger Humphrey – Treasurer – Roger reviewed the financial report and expressed his gratitude to Dorothy Maddox for her assistance in the financial report
Motion to approve – Roger Wilson
Second – Byron Pigg
Motion carried – Financial Report Approved
8
Committee Reports


1)  Legislative Report – Roger Wilson stated the success in the 2005 legislative session in getting approval to collect an E911 surcharge on VoIP connections and on non-traditional services where there is no clear definition of an access line.  He also mentioned getting formal approval for using a bundled service as the basis of E911 collections.  He stated there is ongoing discussion about the definition of “other similar services” for collection of the surcharge, but expected that to be resolved within 45 days. Roger expressed thanks to Sen. Garry Tanner of Mobile for his assistance during the 2005 legislative session.

2)  Wireless – Bill Brodeur notified the membership that the CMRS Board is collecting and remitting wireless payments to ECD’s and Wireless Service Providers.  The Board is seeking additional revenue to allow funding additional Phase 2 payments.  He mentioned the CMRS Board will be sending out a survey that will be used to justify the request for an increase on the wireless E911 surcharge.  Bill reminded the membership that every ECD would be required to certify that they are still an ECD in order to continue receipt of CMRS surcharge distribution.  Harold Parker asked all ECD’s to convert to Direct Deposit of CMRS funds, and that the ID requested is the ECD tax ID.  Bill stated that the deposit notice would continue going to the existing person after conversion to Direct Deposit.


3)  Membership – Donnie Smith reported an overall decrease in membership in Alabama.  He stated that there are 377 current members in Alabama based on national NENA membership records, and requested that all members go ahead and renew for 2006.  Iris Sermon asked about the correct membership rate.  Donnie advised the correct rate is $95.00, and asked all to verify the information on the renewal notice to ensure all is correct.  Bill Brodeur stated that all correspondence to the NENA address in Ohio needs to be sent to the Virginia NENA address as the Ohio location is no longer staffed.  He advised that some conference payments and language line payments continue to be sent to national NENA and those need to be sent to Alabama NENA.


4)  Database – Harold Parker thanked Hunter Simmons for his outstanding work on correcting the PSAP database.  He reported there are only 3 remaining ECD’s where information is needed.


5)  Conference Report – Bill Brodeur stated how much Richard Holt and Jo Tranter were missed.  He reported no known complaints about the conference.  Art Faulkner requested dates for the 2006 Annual Conference.  Bill stated it will follow the 2nd full weekend in October, 2006. 

 Bill presented appreciation gifts for service in 2005 to the following members:

	Ray Preston
	George Williams

	Roger Wilson
	Larry Duncan

	Roger Humphrey
	Donnie Smith

	Harold Parker
	John Ellison

	Chuck McKinley
	Chris Heger



Bill stated that it is too early to provide a report on the 2005 Annual Conference.  He plans to provide a report at the January 2006 Chapter meeting.  He advised that current charges for spouse participation do not cover cost, and those costs will be reevaluated and presented prior to the 2006 Annual Conference registration.  He stated that lunch on the deck has gone from $15.00 to $19.00 per person, but NENA was still charging $15.00 for guests.  Bill recommended steps be taken to break even on these events for guests.  Harold Parker recognized Bill Brodeur for his outstanding work on the annual conference, especially for taking over upon the passing of Jo Tranter.  Harold presented Bill with a gift certificate for a speaker system on behalf of the Executive Board.


6)  Internet – John Ellison, no report


7)  Minimum Dispatch Standards – Roger Humphrey reported no further action can be taken until funding is provided.


8)  Managerial Training – Chairman position vacant due to passing of Jo Tranter


9)  Public Relations – No report


10)  APCO – Helen Smith advised a class scheduled for November 8, 2005 at the Holiday Inn East, Montgomery AL.  The fee is $50.00 and includes lunch.  Following class, the APCO Chapter meeting will be held.  Helen also advised the 2006 APCO annual conference would be held at the Perdido Resort, Orange Beach, AL April 2-5, 2006.


11)  Telco – Vernon Lee had nothing to report


12)  Terrorism – Committee vacant


13)  Homeland Security – Art Faulkner advised that Roger Wilson is the E911 representative to the Homeland Security Task Force through January 2007.  Art advised that all ECD’s should be recognized as a “stake holder” for Homeland Security grants.  He stated that there will be no extensions granted for any remaining 2004 grant funds for interoperable communications.  Any unspent funds will be collected by the state Homeland Security Department and reallocated to agencies that can have the funds spent within 30 days.  Art suggested any ECD’s who have funds  available offer to purchase on behalf of the county, and receive reimbursement instead of the county anywhere the county does not have funds available for a purchase and later reimbursement.  Art encouraged all ECD’s to attend the Wednesday Oct 12, 2005 General Session moderated by John Ellison to discuss disaster planning.  Art advised there are 46 established Mutual Aid Teams in Alabama and that team number 47 for E911 be established.  Harold Parker stated all mutual aid response teams must be determined prior to any emergency and that the home county must request assistance of mutual aid teams.


14)  Records Retention – John Ellison stated he had not had time to work on this and suggested it be dropped unless someone could assist.  Art Faulkner advised he had met with the State to get guidelines and thought that if an ECD that dispatched law, fire and medical would work with the State, guidelines could be defined within 6 months.  




15)  Historian – Larry Duncan had nothing to report


16)  GIS – Max Armstrong reported new information would be distributed soon by the committee.




9
LATA Reports:

A
Birmingham – Harold Parker reported 3 cities in Jefferson County evaluating merging of their E911 Districts
B
Huntsville – Larry Duncan had nothing to report.
C
Mobile – George Williams had nothing to report

D
Montgomery – Donnie Smith had nothing to report
10
Old Business –

1)  Roger Humphrey reported an inquiry from a firm in California requesting consideration for language line services.  Roger will present to the Executive Board for review and a report to the membership.  Dorothy Maddox notified all ECD’s with over $50.00 per month in Language Line usage that they need to establish their own account, and that the setup and minimum fees have been waived.  She advised one request from Washington County E911 for inclusion in the Chapter Language Line program.  

2)  911 Association - Roger Wilson reminded the membership of the Alabama 911 Association meeting at 12:30PM, Tuesday October 11, 2006 at the Perdido Resort.  He stated elections for regional officers will be held.


3)  Proposed By-laws changes – Harold read the text of each of the proposed changes to the Chapter By-Laws.  The first proposed change is:



“For any nomination received by Alabama NENA, the nominee must continue to meet the policy of providing a letter of approval by their hiring authority as will as meeting all requirements of the Alabama NENA Constitution.”



Voice vote held with unanimous approval


The second proposed change is:



“If for some reason the immediate Past President cannot or will not serve as Chairman of the Nominating Committee, the Executive Board of Alabama NENA will appoint the Chairman of the Nominating Committee.”



Voice vote held with unanimous approval
11
New Business – 
1). ACCA Legislative Conference – Roger Wilson advised of an ACCA meeting to be held to prioritize efforts for legislative change requests for 2006.  Harold Parker thanked the E911 Directors for assisting with the annual ACCA Golf Tournament.

2)  NENA Goes to Washington – Harold Parker stated the Executive Board will discuss in the next scheduled meeting.  Harold requested the Chapter fund two persons to attend, with one of those to be the Chapter President.  In the event the Chapter President could self-fund, the position would be offered to another Chapter member.


Motion to Approve – Ernie Blair


Second – Max Armstrong


Motion carried

3)  Discussion of Minnesota NENA grant of $500 – Harold Parker advised the membership that Minnesota NENA sent a check in the amount of $500 for disaster assistance following Hurricane Katrina to be used as the chapter saw need.  The Executive Board will decide where the money should be used and will report to the membership.

12
For the Good of the Association – Nothing new to report

13.
Next Chapter Meeting January 26, 2006, 10:00AM at a location in the Birmingham area to be announced.


Motion to Adjourn –Roger Humphrey 
Second – Bill Brodeur
Motion Carried.  

