Alabama Chapter of the National Emergency Number Association (NENA) 


April 28, 2006
Minutes – AL NENA 2nd Quarter 2006 Chapter Meeting 
Location – Dothan Civic Center, Dothan, AL
1. Meeting called to order at 10:00AM – Harold Parker
2.
Invocation and Pledge – Pat Hall, Dothan PD introduced Chris Grant, Chaplain to 
Dothan Police Department, who led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Welcome – Chief Powell, Dothan PD welcomed NENA to Dothan.

4. 
Introduction of Guests and New Members – No guests or new members present. 
5
Review and Approval of 1st Quarter 2006 Chapter Meeting Minutes - No 
discussion

Motion to approve – Bill Brodeur



Second – Larry Duncan



Motion Carried


6
Financial report – Roger Humphrey reviewed the financial report.  Hunter Simmons explained the web hosting charge changes.
Motion to approve – Donnie Smith 
Second – Roger Wilson
Motion carried – Financial Report Approved

7
Committee Reports:


1)
Legislative Overview and Discussion – Roger Wilson reported the bill to increase the Wireless Surcharge died in committee.  No further report.

2)
Wireless – Bill Brodeur discussed ECD recertification and stated each ECD must submit recertification of status as ECD to CMRS Board annually to continue to receive Wireless surcharge.  Bill advised 8 ECD’s would not receive any further Wireless surcharge funds until they provide necessary ECD recertification.  Bill also asked how many have not converted to Electronic Funds Transfer for CMRS remittance to ECD.  Heather Walton asked if her AT&T check is for wireless or wireline.  Chris Heger stated she would provide Heather with a contact name she could use for contacting AT&T.

3)
Membership – Larry Duncan reported the Membership Committee had met and was preparing a brochure to show advantages of NENA membership and will contain membership forms.


4)
Database – Hunter Simmons reported the new web site will allow each ECD to update their own data in the database.  Each ECD will be assigned a unique user ID that will allow them to keep their own surcharge rates updated.
. 


5)
Annual Conference Report – Bill Brodeur reported the 2006 Annual Conference planning is underway.  Bill reported Rod Coleman is working on educational session scheduling and asked membership for class suggestions.  Donnie Smith suggested a class on NIMS.  A class or track for Board Members was suggested.  A class by the Department of Public Examiners was suggested.  A class for database management using Microsoft Access was suggested.  A class on the Open Meetings Law was suggested.  Bill reported the Conference Committee would like a new logo for the conference.  Chris Heger suggested a logo contest


6)
Internet Web Site – Chuck McKinley reported using a new Internet Service Provider.  Chuck reported the conference web site is up, but is very basic as updates are being added.


7)
Public Relations – Larry Duncan had nothing to report.


8)
APCO – Helen Smith reported a good APCO State Conference at Orange Beach, AL.  Becky Neugent is the new APCO president with Holly Jenks as 1st VP.


9)
Telco – Vernon Lee reported the pending merger of AT&T and BellSouth.  He advised all ECD’s using BellSouth E911 service need to request a dedicated ESN for VoIP.  31 PSAP’s have established VoIP ESN.  He also advised each ECD to consider applying for TSP coverage.  He also advised each ECD needs to begin making plans for Hurricane season.  He reminded everyone of the availability of the mobile PSAP and BellSouth’s Hot Spare PSAP equipment.


10)
IACP – No report


11)
IAFC – Nothing to report except ongoing issues with State Fire College.


12)
Homeland Security – Roger Wilson stated all 2004 grants are being closed out and they are working on 2005 grants.  He reported 911 can get funding through Homeland Security for some items.  He strongly recommended each ECD E911 director be active in all Stakeholder meetings.  Bill Brodeur advised one ECD had received over $100,000 for a radio tower.  Roger Wilson stated the 2006 grant funding will be much less than in previous years, and by June, 2006, each county should know how much in grants they will receive.


13)
Historian – Larry Duncan reported the Chapter’s early history is on the chapter web site and he is working on the photo page.


14)
GIS – No report


15)
Record Retention – Harold Parker advised Brian Bonner is now the chairman of the Records Retention Committee.  Brian met with representatives of the State Archives.  The goal is to complete this work by October 31, 2006 and publish retention standards.


16)
TERT – Donnie Smith met with Alabama EMA.  Donnie requested all ECD’s provide the survey response to Chris Heger ASAP, which will be posted to the new web site.  Donnie advised the “creating authority” must accept the state mutual aid agreement to ensure personnel are protected.  He advised the most recent version of the mutual aid agreement has been approved by the League of Municipalities and the Association of County Commissions.  Chris Heger requested a signed certification indicating the creating authority had accepted the state mutual aid agreement.  Ernie Blair asked for a copy of the Alabama Mutual Aid agreement.  Chris Heger offered to create a model resolution for the ECD board.  Harold Parker reminded all that AL NENA must provide a contact to EMA for TERT requests for assistance. He recommended not using an ECD near the coast.  Harold appointed Chilton County ECD to serve as the AL NENA point of contact to be used by EMA when requests are received for TERT assistance.  Donnie Smith will get the most recent state mutual aid agreement on the AL NENA web site.

8.
LATA Reports

1)  Birmingham – Bill Brodeur – Nothing to report.  

2)  Huntsville – Larry Duncan reported the next Chapter meeting will be in Huntsville, hosted by Madison County E911 at Monte Sano State Park.  Ernie Blair will provide Donnie Smith with meeting location information for inclusion in mail out reminder.

3)  Mobile – George Williams, nothing to report

4)  Montgomery – Donnie Smith had nothing to report.  Bill Brodeur advised the membership that Bill Meadows had retired as Lee County EMA director, but would remain as Lee County E911 coordinator.
9.
Old Business – 

1)
Washington Trip – Roger Wilson reported very good meetings while in Washington, including meetings with Sen. Richard Shelby and Sen. Jeff Sessions.  Bill Brodeur mentioned both senators advised additional funding may be more available upon request from the state chapter than from national NENA.  Alabama had the largest delegation attending the Critical Issues Forum.  Chris Heger requested that for all future trips where the chapter provides or offers shirts, to ensure ladies are offered ladies shirts.  Roger Humphrey thanked Margaret Bishop for here involvement.  


2)
Equipment Purchase – Bill Brodeur reported purchase of an enclosed 6’x12’ trailer, spare tire, tongue lock, hand trunks, and one spare projector bulb.  Bill will purchase 3 padlocks keyed alike, and likely a tarp to be used to cover the trailer when not in use 


3)
Language Line – Roger Humphrey reported an offer from Network Omni to provide Language Line service to ECD’s in Alabama.  AL NENA has received a proposal from AT&T to continue Language Line service to Alabama ECD’s as well.  The AT&T offer is substantially more expensive than that of Network Omni.  Roger reported that the setup fee has been waived for Alabama ECD’s who contract with Network Omni.  Roger reported how difficult and time consuming it has become for AL NENA to be the billing agent for Language Line services.  He also advised that there are instances each month where the agency responsible for using Language Line cannot be identified and AL NENA has to pay the bill.  Harold Parker recommended AL NENA get out of the Language Line business and let each ECD be responsible for their own language line arrangements.  Harold offered to allow AL NENA to continue the current Language Line arrangement for 90 days to allow each ECD to secure language line services from either AT&T or Network Omni.  A motion was made to continue language line service by AL NENA for 90 days and terminate all language line services thereafter



Motion – Bill Brodeur 



Second – Chris Heger



Motion Carried.
10. 
New Business


1)
Conference Shirts for Attending Members – Harold Parker recommended the Chapter provide a shirt for all chapter members attending the National Conference.  A motion was made for the Chapter to provide a shirt for each chapter member attending.



Motion – Donnie Smith



Second – George Williams



Motion Carried 

Roger Wilson advised the membership that all members planning to attend National NENA should have their shirt size to him no later than May 5.


2)
Election of Officers - Harold Parker reported the following officer positions to be elected in 2006.



President



Past President



Montgomery LATA VP



Huntsville LATA VP


Harold appointed Bill Brodeur - Immediate Past President as Chairman of the Election Committee.  Bill advised the Election Committee members are himself as chairman, Chris Heger and George Williams.  Bill asked that any nominations be submitted to any member of the Election Committee, and reminded the membership that anyone nominated must submit a letter from their hiring authority proving their support and approval to serve.  


3)
National NENA Elections – Bill Brodeur advised the membership the Executive Board recommended support of Ron Bonneau for NENA 2nd Vice President.  Bill stated he had spoken with Ron and strongly feels he is the best candidate.  Ernie Blair voiced his support.

11.
For the Good of the Association

1)
VoIP Meeting – Roger Wilson reported a meeting with Vonage while in Washington DC at the CIF to discuss the Alabama law requiring a surcharge.  A meeting was scheduled with Vonage in Homewood, AL between Vonage representatives and the AL NENA Executive Board.  The meeting was conducted and no agreement was reached.  Vonage requested a meeting be arranged with the Alabama Attorney General, which has been scheduled for May 1, 2006.  Vonage wants to use the same Memorandum of Understanding in Alabama they used in Texas, but Alabama has a state law where Texas did not.  

2)
George Williams advised the July 27, 2006 Chapter Meeting conflicts with the Hurricane Planning Conference.  Harold Parker advised the meeting follow the established dates of the fourth Thursday in the first month of each quarter, and that AL NENA would not change the meeting date.

12.
Motion to adjourn – Chris Heger

Second – Roger Wilson

Motion Carried


Next Chapter Meeting – July 27, 2006 in Huntsville, AL

