Alabama Chapter of the National Emergency Number Association (NENA)
July 27, 2006

Minutes – AL NENA 3rd Quarter 2006 Chapter Meeting
Location – Monte Sano State Park, Huntsville, AL

1. Meeting called to order at 10:00 AM – Harold Parker

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Ernie Blair, Huntsville/Madison Co 9-1-1

3. Invocation – Madison County Sheriff Blake Dorning

4. Welcome – Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer

Introduction of guests and new members

Tom Turley, Alabama Department of Archives & History

5. Review and approval of 2nd Quarter 2006 Chapter Meeting Minutes – No discussion
Motion to approve – Bill Brodeur

Second – Donnie Smith

Motion carried 

6. Financial report – Roger Humphrey reviewed the financial report.

Motion to approve – Roger Wilson

Second – Bill Brodeur

Motion carried 

7. Committee Reports

1) Legislative: Roger Wilson reported nothing accomplished in this year’s session and advised members they needed to be ready to help out in Montgomery if needed.
2) Wireless: Johnny Hart reported Wireless Board will be working closely with the Legislative Committee this year on some issues important to the wireless board.

3) Membership: Nothing new

4) Database: Hunter Simmons advised there are several ECDs which still haven’t filled out their information for the on-line database. Harold Parker noted there was an agreement a couple of years ago with the PSC and the CLECS to post this information.
5) Annual Conference: Bill Brodeur advised just about all the educational                   sessions were setup and work is continuing on other aspects of the conference.
6) Internet Website: Nothing new

7) Public Relations: Johnny Hart reported nothing new.

8) APCO: Class setup for August 15th in Montgomery on handling Hispanic callers.

9) Telcos: no report

10) IACP: no report

11) IAFC: A lot of positive changes going on at the Fire College

12) Homeland Security: Art Falkner reported FY ’06 funds have been issued to the counties. He noted funds were down from last year about 20 percent.
13) Historian: No report

14) GIS/Mapping: Carl Pursell advised any county needing information or assistance with their GIS to call him.

15) Record Retention: several members expressed concern about added responsibilities and storage needs if the presented document were adopted. It was agreed the Executive Board would meet with Mr. Turley in Montgomery to discuss those concerns and work on revising it prior to presentation for adoption at the quarterly meeting in October.
16) TERT: Donnie Smith reported several ECDs had not provided information for the TERT database. He also noted the Mutual Aid Agreement would be posted on the AL-NENA website for any ECD needing to review it or use it. He noted ECDs need to consider all types of interruptions which could require TERT activation, including an Avian Flu outbreak. A recent study stated as much as 40 percent of the workforce could be affected for up to 18 months if such an outbreak occurred.

8. LATA Reports
1) Birmingham LATA: Nothing to report
2) Huntsville LATA: Nothing to report

3) Mobile LATA: Nothing to report

4) Montgomery LATA: Nothing to report

9. Old Business

1) Election Committee: One nomination for office of President (Harold Parker) no nominations from the floor. One nomination for Past President VP (Roger Humphrey) no nominations form the floor. One nomination for Huntsville LATA VP (Larry Duncan) no nominations from the floor. One nomination for Montgomery LATA (Donnie Smith) no nominations from the floor. Motion to close nominations made by Roger Wilson, 2nd by Henry Carter, motion carried. No election will be required.
2) National Conference: President Harold Parker reported good turnout for the conference. 

3) VoIP: Roger Wilson reported receiving a phone call from one of Vonage’s attorneys advising they had agreed to plan for Vonage to send customer counts to each ECD, which in turn would invoice Vonage based on the ECD’s tariff rate. He noted he had not received anything in writing.

10. New Business:
President Harold Parker advised the executive board had                                                 discussed the need to come up with a statewide project in order to seek federal funding. Members attending the 9-1-1 Goes to Washington trip this year were told that would be the best route to take to obtain funding. It was noted it would be more feasible to get one grant for the statewide project than it would be to seek individual grants for numerous ECDs. One suggested project was an effort to bring all ECDs in the state to Phase II Compliance.
11. For the Good of the Association:

1) Bill Brodeur discussed the possibility of changing the by-laws back to a system where officers have specific responsibilities such secretary, treasurer and conference chair rather than the current system of depending on officers to volunteer to handle those responsibilities. Another change would be reverting back to the system where vice presidents move up to serve as president rather than electing the president. One of the drawbacks pointed out is the fact that it would take a six year commitment since the offices are two year terms. One of the benefits noted would be a president would have at least some experience as a vice president before assuming office. (No Motion was Made)
2) NIMS Compliance: President Parker noted the importance of each PSAP being certified as NIMS compliant. John Ellison pointed out the need for more training geared toward dispatch operations. 

3) Larry Wright of Talladega County asked about the possibility of some action to address the problem of harassing calls from un-activated cell phones. It was pointed out it has to be on a case-by-case basis and not a blanket blocking of those calls. President Parker will look into establishing a committee to study the problem and possible solutions.

4) Reminder that Language Line service will no longer be offered through AL-NENA effective July 31, 2006. It was noted many ECDs had signed with Network Omni.
5) Bill Brodeur advised Walker County had not received the annual grant money for maintaining the Mobile 9-1-1 Vehicle and the satellite phone service was about to expire. John Ellison made a motion to pay the bill with understanding Walker County would refund the $1,100.00 once the grant money was received. The motion was seconded by Art Faulkner and approved by a majority of those voting. 

12 
Meeting adjourned. Next meeting the be held during Annual Gulf Coast Conference in Orange Beach Oct 15-18, 2006.
