ALABAMA NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSOCIATION

QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES

ORANGE BEACH, ALABAMA

OCTOBER 16, 2007

Chairman Harold Parker called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

INVOCATION

Art Faulkner led the invocation. Prior to his invocation, he asked everyone to remember Roger and Wrenda Humphrey’s son, Jay, who would be leaving to go back to Iraq for his fifth tour.

WELCOME AND RECOGNIZE GUESTS

President Harold Parker recognized Toni Dunn, Southeast Vice-President of National NENA, and also recognized new guests from Lamar and Tuscaloosa Counties.

SWEARING IN OF NEW OFFICERS

Art Faulkner introduced the newly elected officers for the 2007-08 year: President – Johnny Hart; VP Birmingham LATA – Bill Brodeur; VP Mobile LATA – Christine Heger; VP Commercial – Ray Preston. Art Faulkner then swore the officers into office.

Harold Parker then passed the gavel to President Johnny Hart. At this time, the ALNENA Association presented Harold Parker with a commemorative gavel. President Hart stated that he was honored to serve as President of ALNENA for the upcoming year, and that he pledged to increase membership by at least 100 members during the upcoming year. In addition, Chris Heger presented the Conference Committee and the Executive Board with gifts for their hard work and dedication.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JULY 2007 MEETING

The membership was presented with minutes from the July 26, 2007 quarterly meeting. After review and discussion, Harold Parker made a motion to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Bill Brodeur and approved by a vote of members present.

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT

Roger Humphrey presented the membership with the fall quarter’s financial statement. After review and discussion, Christine Heger made a motion to approve the financial report as presented. The motion was seconded by Heather Walton and approved by a vote of members present.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Legislative – Art Faulkner reported that there was a 12:30 meeting for AAND and that they would be discussing pushing legislation and invited all to attend the meeting. He also stated that the legislative session would be starting early in 2008.

2. T.E.R.T. – Harold Parker stated that there would be a T.E.R.T. class instructed by Brian Bonner. He also stated that he had spoke with Doug Evans about doing a leadership class at maybe the first of the year. Ron Bonneau then gave a report that he gave to the Executive Board about what to do to get telecommunicators certified for federal response. Harold Parker then stated that Art Faulkner had been in touch with Alabama EMA, and that EMA had asked us to change some of the SOP’s pertaining to the way agencies are called out. 

After review and discussion, Art Faulkner made a motion to authorize T.E.R.T. and the Executive Board to draw up SOP’s and an agreement with EMA, with the understanding that this does not mean agencies will be signing up for anything, that this is just setting up the framework. The motion was then seconded by Roger Humphrey and approved by a vote of members present.

3. Wireless – Bill Brodeur reported that the new bill had gone into effect, and that any agency not yet Phase II should get an application in as soon as possible. He added that the Wireless Board was looking at around March for the new money to begin going out to the ECD’s.

4. Annual Conference – Christine Heger reported that the conference was going well, and that there were approximately 500 in attendance.
5. AAND – Donnie Smith stated that there was a meeting scheduled at 12:30 and that the topic of discussion would be that AAND might be in the position to take some policy stands on some issues, and that there should be a report done in early February 2008.

6. IAPC – Jeff Hartley reported that the IAPC Annual Conference was currently going on in New Orleans, and that the main topic was data sharing.

7. APCO – Helen Smith reported that the next APCO meeting was November 13 in Montgomery, and there would be a class on Domestic Violence during that meeting.

8. IAFC – Lynn Bonner presented a follow-up report from the last meeting on the trouble with digital radios and background noise. He added that in March 2007, there were two groups developed to meet and make recommendations to solve the issue. He reported that Alan Rice was the new Director of the Alabama Fire College and that Brian Breland was the new attorney for the Alabama Fire College.

9. Federal Grant Committee – No Report

10. TELCO’s – No Report

11. HLS – Art Faulkner reported that he FY07 grant process was complete and that Alabama received $11 million, which was down from $37.6 million the previous year. He stated that grant agreements would be going out to the counties within the next week, and that if you have not received any information on current funding, that you needed to go back to your counties point-of-contact. He did reiterate that PSIP grant funding received $13 million, and that they were looking at doing a statewide initiative communications platform.

LATA REPORTS

1. Birmingham – Bill Brodeur reported that Jefferson County was still looking at centralized communications.

2. Huntsville – No Report

3. Mobile – No Report

4. Montgomery – No Report

OLD BUSINESS

1. Long-Range Study Committees – Donnie Smith recognized people serving on each of these committees:

NEW BUSINESS

1. 9-1-1 Goes To Washington – President Hart stated that ALNENA would be going back in March and that this topic would be discussed further in January 2008. 

2. 40 Years of 9-1-1 – Roger Humphrey stated that ALNENA was going to be doing plaques to present to the Senators and Representatives commemorating 40 years of 9-1-1, and that there will also be a presentation made at the National NENA Conference, where they will be recognizing that the first 9-1-1 call was made in Haleyville, Alabama.

NEXT MEETING

President Hart stated that the next meeting was scheduled for January 24, 2008 and would be hosted by Marshall County 9-1-1.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Bill Brodeur made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Roger Humphrey, and approved by a vote of members present. 

MEETING ADJOURNED

Cheryl King

Recorder
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