ALABAMA NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSOCIATION

QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES

MARSHALL COUNTY, ALABAMA

JANUARY 24, 2008

Chairman Johnny Hart called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE

Roger Humphrey led the invocation, which was followed by Ernie Blair leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

WELCOME AND RECOGNIZE GUESTS

President Hart recognized Marshall County 911 Board members Don Brewer, Ray Jones and Jim Peterson, as well as Joel Poletta from Plant Equipment and Terry Ryan from Ryan Public Safety Systems.

President Hart then introduced the City of Guntersville’s Mayor, Bob Hembree, who welcomed guests to Marshall County as well as to the City of Guntersville.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 2007 MEETING

The membership was presented with minutes from the October 2007 quarterly meeting. After review and discussion, Gordon Neihardt made a motion to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by George Graybron and approved by a vote of members present.

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT

Roger Humphrey presented the membership with the fourth quarter financial statement. After review and discussion, Roger Wilson made a motion to approve the financial report as presented. The motion was seconded by Max Armstrong and approved by a vote of members present.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Legislative – Roger Wilson reported of the pending bill that would allow 911 to get in the ACJIS network and that the bill should be presented during the next session.

2. T.E.R.T. – Brian Bonner reported that leadership classes were still under development, and they were looking at offering another deployment awareness class.

3. Wireless – Bill Brodeur reported that of the surveys that had been sent out asking for Phase II, a little better than half had been returned. He reported that $140,000 would be distributed in January after the $2 million had been put back, and that ECDs who had not yet turned in their surveys would not get their money until the survey was turned in. President Hart added that January 31, 2008 was the deadline for certification of Phase II to be eligible for any part of the $2 million dollars.

4. Annual Conference – Chris Heger reported that there were 453 registered attendees at the October Conference, and that 25 of those became NENA members. Bill Brodeur reported that $24,253.91 was made from the conference that came from booth rentals and sponsorships. After additional review and discussion, Roger Humphrey made a motion to accept the final report for the conference. The motion was seconded by Donnie Smith and approved by a vote of members present.

Bill Brodeur then reported that the Conference Committee would be looking at making recommendations for the 2008 conference.

5. AAND – Donnie Smith reported that AAND district meetings had been conducted around the state, and that there had been detailed discussion about the response to the certification letter sent out by the CMRS Board. He added that ACCA would be including AAND in their 2008 County Day at the Legislature in April, and urged everyone to attend.

6. IAPC – No Report

7. APCO – Helen Smith reported that the next APCO meeting was February 12 in Montgomery, and there the 2008 Annual APCO Conference was coming up March 30 – April 2 at Perdido Beach Resort.

8. IAFC – Brian Bonner reported that there were several things going on at the Alabama Fire College.

9. TELCO’s – No Report

10. HLS – Art Faulkner reported that Alabama would be receiving approximately $13.5 million in DHS funding, and that ALDHS was awaiting approval.

11. Webpage/Internet – No Report

LATA REPORTS

1. Birmingham – Bill Brodeur reported that Jefferson County was still looking at centralized communications.

2. Huntsville – No Report

3. Mobile – Chris Heger reported that Baldwin County had put out RFP’s for a VoIP switch.

4. Montgomery – Donnie Smith reported that Pat Hall of Dothan had retired from Houston County 9-1-1, and that this area is currently in transition. He also reported that Chip Gunn had retired from Macon County, and that the Board Chairman is currently filling that position right now.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Long-Range Study Committees – John Ellison gave a brief overview of who served on the study commission and the purpose of its creation. He reported that not a lot had been done besides having a couple of meetings. He stated that, since there was no crisis to avert at this time, there was no need in having to meet. He stated that nothing should be coming up from this committee, but that they did have to present a report to the Legislature, which will contain the things we already know that will clarify some issues. He stated that it would contain any proposed solutions in this report. Ellison did state that the committee had sent out a survey, and encouraged the ones who had not yet submitted their survey to please do so, so that they can present a more complete picture of what 9-1-1 needs. There was discussion about the fact that the Wireless Board could spend up to $10,000 to work to support the efforts of the study commission, but that they had not yet had to spend any of the money, and that Auburn University was going to be assisting on putting the data together from this survey. After further review and discussion, Donnie Smith made a motion to have ALNENA recommend that the 911 industry representation on the Study Commission to encourage Senator Little to utilize the Examiners of Public Accounts, if necessary, to check on those who have not yet turned in their survey in order to get more of those turned in. The motion was seconded by Roger Wilson, and approved by a vote of members present.

2. 9-1-1 Goes To Washington – President Hart stated that ALNENA would be presenting plaques to each Congressman and Senator while on the 9-1-1 GTW trip recognizing the 40-yr Anniversary of 9-1-1. After additional review and discussion, Roger Humphrey made a motion to have ALNENA pay for up to four individuals, one board member and three ALNENA members, to attend the 9-1-1 GTW representing Alabama. The motion was seconded by Art Faulkner and approved by a vote of members present. 

The Executive Board also recommended that ALNENA purchase lapel pins to be distributed at the 9-1-1 GTW as well as the 2008 National NENA Conference. After additional review and discussion, Art Faulkner made a motion to purchase 5,000 lapel pins at $.90/pin from John Lewis. The motion was seconded by Ernie Blair and approved by a vote of members present. These will be 1” lapel pins with a blue and silver background.

The Executive Board also recommended that ALNENA purchase shirts for the ones going to Washington. After review and discussion, Chris Heger made a motion to approve the purchase. The motion was seconded by Margaret Bishop and approved by a vote of members present.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Chapter Challenge Membership Drive – President Hart stated that he had formed a committee to try to get at least 100 new NENA in Alabama. Chris Heger stated that there had been 25 sign up at the October Conference, and Kelli Brasher suggested that people go to other areas to try to get members (i.e. Police Chiefs, Fire Chiefs, etc.) to at least get NENA out in front of people and tell them why they need to be a member.

2. 9-1-1 Library – Roger Humphrey made a motion to surplus the old equipment that is still on the books that is not any good, then to bring anything else left to the April meeting to see if any members want to take it back to their ECD. The motion was seconded by Ernie Blair and approved by a vote of members present.

NEXT MEETING

President Hart stated that the next meeting is scheduled for April, but that the date was to be announced at a later date due to his trying to schedule Governor Bob Riley to be there.

OPEN DISCUSSION

Larry Wright made a brief presentation about ambulance services in Talladega County that led to a judges ruling stating that only the 9-1-1 Board can contract with for-profit ambulance services within a county on 9-1-1 calls. He asked for any agency that had any Memorandums-of-Understanding to please get him a copy.

Alex Franklin made a brief presentation on HEMSI and Alabama EMS Region 1.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Roger Wilson made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Roger Humphrey, and approved by a vote of members present. 

MEETING ADJOURNED

Cheryl King

Recorder
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